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Official Reports of Church Memberships, 1943-44 


Two hundred fifty-six religious bodies had 72,492,669 members, equal to 52.5 per cent of the esti- 

mated population, according to the compilation of reports of church membership, made for the “Year- 

book of American Churches, 1945” (Sowers Printing Company, Lebanon, Pa., $3.00 a copy). We print 
below church membership figures and related statistics. 


A total church membership of 72,492,669 persons in the 
Continental United States ‘mainly for years ending in 1943 
and 1944, equal to 52.5 per cent of the estimated popula- 
tion, is officially reported by 256 religious bodies in the 
Yearbook of American Churches, 1945. The figure repre- 
sents an increase of 3,991,483 over that complied for the 
previous issue two years ago. This increase is in large 
part accounted for by the fact that a separate report ap- 
pears for the first time from the National Baptist Conven- 
tion of America, the unincorporated body, with 2,352,339 
members. The number of church members, and the per- 
centage of church members in the population, are both the 
highest ever reported. 

The largest religious body is the Roman Catholic 
Church, with 23,419,701 members in 1944. The Methodist 
Church, with 8,046,129 members in the same year, is the 
largest Protestant denomination. The 256 religious bodies 
had 253,762 local churches, also the largest number ever 
reported. 

Total church membership, as officially reported, has 
been increasing steadily for many years. The proportion 
of church members in the population has also been increas- 
ing. In 1890, for example, the total number of church 
members was 22.5 per cent of the population. 

Thirteen religious bodies each reported over one million 
members, a total of 59,767,348 persons, equal to 82 per 
cent of the total church membership. These thirteen bodies, 
and their memberships, are as follows: 


The Roman Catholic Church.......... 23,419,701 
The Methodist Church...............- 8,046,129 
Southern Baptist Convention.......... 5,667 
Jewish Congregations................. 4,641,184 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. 4,021,618 
National Baptist Convention of America 2,352,339 
The Protestant Episcopal Church....... 2,227,524 


Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A....... 2,040,399 
The United Lutheran Church in America 1,690,204 


1,672,354 
Northern Baptist Convention.......... 1,555,914 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 

Ohio and Other States.............. 1,356,655 
Congregational Christian Churches... ... 1,075,401 


The number of members 13 years of age and over is 
estimated to be 59,717,107 persons, also the highest figure 
ever reported. 

Twenty-three Baptist denominations had a total of 
14,208,193 members; twenty Methodist denominations 


had 9,924,842 members; twenty Lutheran denominations 
had 5,129,147 members. 

The information was assembled in the following man- 
ner: A blank was mailed to the chief statistical officers of 
all the religious bodies that reported to the Bureau of the 
Census for the Census of Religious Bodies, 1936. Inquiry 
was also made to learn about other churches not included 
in that Census. The form asked for the latest information 
on the number of local churches, inclusive church mem- 
bership and the number of members 13 years of age and 
over. Definitions of membership vary and the number of 
members reported is in accordance with the definition used 
by the body reporting. 

There are three definitions of membership: Certain 
bodies report all baptized persons as members. Other 
bodies report communicants, usually those 13 years of age 
and over, as members. Still others list as members all 
persons in the cultural or nationality groups served by 
these churches. 

The general practice of the Protestant denominations 
is to enumerate persons who have been admitted to full 
membership, usually by age 13. Attempts have been made 
to secure information about membership 13 years of age 
and over for all bodies. However, many denominations 
do not separate their figures in this manner, and the data 
published with respect to the proportion of membership 13 
years of age and over are less reliable than those for total 
membership. The Roman Catholic Church lists all bap- 
tized persons. Jewish congregations enumerate as mem- 
bers all Jews in communities having Jewish congregations. 
The tendency of the Eastern Orthodox Churches is to 
enumerate as members all persons in the United States 
who are of the nationality group served by the church. 


Many religious bodies do not make annual tabulations 
of their memberships. Some reply by simply quoting the 
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1936 figures or those published in previous Yearbooks. 
The 1936 Census of Religious Bodies was regarded as 
complete and satisfactory by certain denominations and as 
very incomplete by others. About half of the religious 
bodies reporting do not have records for the proportion of 
membership 13 years of age and over. For those not re- 


porting on this item, there has been applied, wherever pos- 
sible, the percentage for this age group as reported by the 
Census of Religious Bodies, 1936, and it is indicated that 
this is an estimate. 

Because of the limitation of paper supply it is possible 
to print here only the list of the larger religious bodies, 


TABLE I 
THE LARGER RELIGIOUS BODIES—WITH OVER 50,000 MEMBERS 
No. of Inclusive Membership 
Churches church 13 years of 
Year Reported membership age and over 
Seventh Day Adventists .... 1944 2,531 194,832 194,832 
Baptist Bodies: 
National Bantist Gonvyention, U.S. Ay dine. 1944 24,460 4,021,618 3,700,078, Est. 
National Baptist Convention of America ..........50:0e0scsseeees ; 1944 7,286 2,352,339 2,117,091, Est. 
National Baptist Evangelical Life and Soul Saving Assembly of U.S. A. 1944 451 59,743 48,137 
United American Free Will Baptist Church 1944 350 75,000 66,000 
Churches of God: 
God. (Amerson. 1942 1,412 83,875 71,293, Est. 
Eastern Orthodox Churches : 
Religious Society of Friends (Five Years Meeting) ................0.0.. 1944 453 * 70,000 58,350, Est. 
Independent Fundamental Churches of America ................. 0.00005 1944 600 60,000 60,000, Est. 
Latter Day Saints: 
Church: of Jesus Christ-of Latter Day Saints 1944 1,757 870,346 728,665 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints ............. 1944 563 113,064 102,071 
Lutherans : 
American Lutheran Conference : 
Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of N. A. 1943 1,123 373,163 279,530 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America ............ceecececeeesees 1943 2522 595,034 422,383 
Lutheran Synodical Conference of N. A.: 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio & Other States....... 1944 4,073 1,356,655 948,371 
Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Wisconsin & Other States. ..... 1943 914 324,492 191,008 
The United Lutheran Church in America ......60..c0000c0cccctcccwncs 1943 3,762 1,690,204 1,213,985 
Methodist Bodies: 
Atrican’ Methodist Bpiscopal 1942 7,265 868,735 667,035 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ...............00000000 0, i 1940 2,252 489,244 382,316 
Golored: Methodist Episcopal Church 1944 4,400 382,000 321,000 
Polish’ National (Catholic Church... 1944 146 250,000 ,000 
Presbyterian Bodies: 
Gumberland Presbyterian ‘Church 1944 1,048 64,984 44,786, Est. 
United Presbyterian Church of North America 1944 847 193,637 174,273, Est. 
The Protestant Episcopal 1944 7,894 2,227,524 1,501,777 
Reformed Bodies: 
International General Assembly of Spiritualists .................0000. ‘ 1945 236 100,000 100,000 
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that is, those with over 50,000 members. These report _ TABLE Il ane 
97.4 per cent of the total church membership in the Con- Analysis of 1943-1944 Compilation . - 
tinental United States. There were 55 bodies reporting ie ee 
over 50,000 members. Reported Membership age and over 
We also quote from the statistical section of the Year- Roman Catholic Church ........ 14,791 23,419,701 17,330,558 
Old Catholic Churches ......... 54 10,836 8,634 
bo ok the follow ng ; An analy ses of the 1943-44 —_— ila Eastern Orthodox Churches .... 834 686,287 502,730 
tion, see Table II; a list of recent tabulations of statistics Jewish Congregations .......... 3,728 4,641,184 3,341,652 
of church membership, see Table III; statistics of church “Protestant” Bodies over 50,000. 212,336 41,943,104 36,942,911 
finance gathered by the United Stewardship Council, see 22,019 1,791,557 1,590,622 
Tables and V; an estimate of all gifts and bequests to 253,762 72,492,669 59,717,107 
organized religion as made by the Department of Com- Pe og 
merce, compared with all consumer outlays, see Table VI. * In manyscases estimated. 
TABLE III 
Recent Tabulations of Statistics of Church Membership 
No. of No. of 
Religious Local Inclusive Membership For Fiscal 
Bodies Churches Church 13 years of Year Years Ending 
Name of Compiler Reporting Reported Membership age and over Published Mainly in 
B. Y. Landis, Yearbook of Am. Chs. .......... 256 253,603 72,492,669 59,717,107 1945 1943 & '44 
B. Y. Landis, Yearbook of Am. Chs. .......... 256 249,887 68,501,186 56,180,281 1943 1941 & °42 
B. Y. Landis, Yearbook of Am. Chs. .......... 250 244,319 64,501,594 52,405,659 1941 1939 & ’40 
H. C. Weber, Information Service ............ 202 248,410 64,156,895 52,379,579 1939 1937 & ’38 
H. C. Weber, Christian Herald ............... 225 246,418 63,848,094 52,156,226 1938 1937 & ’38 
Maude H. Kieffer, Christian Herald .......... 222 245,422 63,493,036 51,745,907 1937 1936 
George L. Kieffer, Christian Herald .......... 221 244,812 62,655,632 51,022,512 1936 1935 
George L. Kieffer, Christian Herald .......... 207 244,436 62,007,376 50,496,749 1935 1934 
George L. Kieffer, Christian Herald .......... 236 242,011 60,812,624 49,599 281 1934 1933 
George L.. Kieffer, Christian Herald .......... 204 240,811 60,157,392 49,350,867 1933 1932 
Gecrge L. Kieffer, Christian Herald .......... 204 238,966 59,797,851 49,107,957 1932 1931 


United Stewardship Council Statistics Issued for 1944 


The following statistics are furnished by national offi- secretary, Hillsdale, Mich. 
cials of the 19 denominations listed below to the reporting tober, 1944. 
agency, the United Stewardship Council, Harry S. Myers, 


They were published in Oc- 


TABLE IV 
Total 
Gifts Per Total Gifts for Total 
Capita for Gifts for Congregational Gifts for Reports 

Religious Body All Purposes Benevolence Expenses All Purposes for Year Ending 
Baptist, $18.27 $ 5,265,574 $ 23,173,879 $ 28,440,353 April 30, 1944 
2 Baptist, 12.08 13,455,640 49,611,443 63,067,083 Dec. 31, 1943 
3. Brethren, Chir Of 16.08 995,983 1,900,000 2,895,983 Feb. 28, 1944 
Brethve United 18.73 1,478,496 5,377,638 6,856,134 Dec. 31, 1943 
5. Congregational Christian ............ 17.46 2,914,311 16,185,468 19,099,779 Dec. 31, 1943 
OF 12.65 4,300,090 17,214,948 21,515,038 June 30, 1944 
7. Episcopal, Protestant .........0.cs000. 24.51 6,418,544 29,480,454 35,898,998 Dec. 31, 1943 
$: Evangelical 28.56 1,708,671 5,411,835 7,120,506 Sept. 30, 1944 
9, Evangelical and Reformed ........... 17.82 2,103,419 9,949,200 12,052,619 Dec. 31, 1943 
10. Friends, Ohio (Damascus) .......... 51.95 69,659 169,936 239,595 June 30, 1944 
Hl, Lwtheran, American 19.24 1,773,161 6,253,134 8,026,294 Dec. 31, 1945 
12. Lutheran, Augustana 23.32 2,246,133 4,332,787 6,578,920 Dec. 31, 1943 
United: 17.40 4,426,222 17,524,433 21,950,655 Dec. 31, 1943 
14, Methodist Chatch ........0<sc0cccees 12.50 17,000,336 82,478,579 99,478,915 Dec. 31, 1943 
1S. Nazarene, Church 08 55.59 648,704 9.428.649 10,077,353 Dec. 31, 1943 
16. Presbyterian, United .............00 31.73 2,037,232 4,107,492 6,144,724 March 31, 1944 
27.90 4,398,914 11,391,428 15,790,342 March 31, 1944 
18. Presbyterian, U. S. A. ............0.. 26.26 8,865,837 44,148,189 53,014,026 March 31, 1944 
19. Reformed in America ................ 31.96 1,152,663 4,295,491 5,448,154 April 30, 1944 

U. S., 1943 


$15.69 $66,098,076 $309,789,995 $376,946,958 
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Gifts to Protestant Religious Bodies, 1921-1944 


Dr. Harry S. Myers, secretary of the United Steward- 
ship Council, Hillsdale, Mich., has made a special compila- 
tion of total and per capita gifts to sixteen Protestant 
bodies for which data were published in the years 1921- 
1944 inclusive. (Fiscal years vary considerably, and the 
1944 reports are those compiled and published that year, 
and are obviously not for the calendar year, 1944.) 

These figures present the most comprehensive com- 
parable information now available. The tabulation follows : 


TABLE V 
Giving to 16 Religious Bodies 


Total gifts Inclusive Per capita 

Year all purposes Membership gifts 

$281,173,263 17,459,611 $16.10 
345,995,802 18,257,426 18.95 
415,556,876 18,866,775 22.03 
443,187,826 19,245,220 23.03 
368,529,223 17,054,404 21.61 
429,947,883 20,910,584 20.56 
404,002,130 20,595,297 19.62 
-441,452,140 20,050,097 22.02 
418,075,262 20,837,238 20.06 
Lene 362,494,431 21,450,100 16.90 
256,803,496 21,839,702 11.76 
270,713,425 22,137,108 12.23 
282,185,397 21,760,005 12.97 
292,554,197 20,909,900 13.99 
300,729,446 23,108,377 13.01 
351,390,83 23,671,660 14.84 
[Sere 356,468,494 23,556,204 15.13 
398,773,309 24,679,784 16.15 


—From IJnformation Service, October 17, 1942, 
supplemented by Dr. Myers, December, 1944. 


A 1946 Census of Religious Bodies? 


Church statisticians have expressed considerable inter- 
est in having the decennial Census of Religious Bodies 
taken for the year 1946. A number of denominational 
assemblies have passed resolutions requesting the Bureau 
of the Census to gather the usual information. On May 
16, 1944, the Executive Committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil adopted a statement addressed to the Bureau of the 
Census, requesting the compilation, and another to the 
churches, calling on them to cooperate and supply the 
information. However, there will be no Census of Re- 
ligious Bodies for 1946 unless Congress provides an ap- 
propriation. The following paragraphs sum up informa- 
tion about the decennial censuses of religious bodies : 

The federal Bureau of the Census has gathered statis- 
tics of church membership, religious education and finance, 
from local churches for the years 1906, 1916, 1926, 1936. 
In 1890 a compilation was made by the Bureau from 


records obtained from the headquarters of the religious 
bodies. 


The figures gathered by the Bureau of the Census have 
been the only comprehensive statistics about organized 
religion based completely on a tabulation of reports from 
local churches or congregations on a uniform basis. All 
other compilations that have been made have been sum- 
maries of the totals furnished by the statisticians of the 


Estimates of Gifts and Bequests to Religion 


The total contributions to and expenditures of the re. 
ligious bodies of the United States are not reported an- 
nually and are not known for all bodies for recent years, 
The only figures generally regarded as complete were those 
for the year 1926, as reported by the Census of Religious 
Bodies for that year. The Department of Commerce, how- 
ever, makes an annual estimate of total “gifts and be- 
quests to religion” in the United States. The totals re- 
ported by that Department for recent years are as follows: 


TABLE VI 
Gifts and Bequests to Religion Compared with Total Consumer 
Outlays 

Per Cent 
For All Consumer for 

Year Religion Outlays Religion 
$934,700,000 $78,949, 300,000 1.2 
762,600,000 61,803,700,000 12 
542,400,000 46,716,500,000 1.2 
553,100,000 52,191,100,000 1.1 
574,000,000 56,740,000,000 1.0 
602,200,000 62,653,800,000 1.0 
ee 625,300,000 66,753,600,000 9 
TS 646,300,000 63,709,900,000 1.0 
593,200,000 66,848,200,000 9 
674,100,000 $1,042,300,000 8 
| 720,800,000 89,217,500,000 8 


Source: Survey of Current Business, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, June, 1944 


denominations, and these are for a few items only and 
are not gathered on a uniform basis. 

All those interested in statistics of organized religion 
have had to rely on the data of the Bureau of the Census, 
because a number of denominations do not collect annual 
membership figures from their local churches. A large 
number of the denominations do not make annual reports 
of their finances. 

The Bureau of the Census is reported to be ready and 
willing to take the census in the regular way. The cost 
of the 1936 Census of Religious Bodies, exclusive of print- 
ing, was $182,019. A census in 1946 would probably cost 
considerably more. In the case of the 1936 census, Con- 
gress refused to make an appropriation and President 
Roosevelt then allocated discretionary work relief funds 
for the purpose. 

The Census of 1926 was generally regarded as adequate 
and satisfactory, probably the most complete report ever 
secured, There were also relatively few criticisms of the 
compilations for the years 1906 and 1916. However, the 
report for the year 1936 was regarded as satisfactory by 
certain denominations but very unsatisfactory by others. 
This was largely because of the unwillingness of a con- 
siderable proportion—perhaps 20 per cent—of the min- 
isters and clerks of local churches to fill out the blanks. 

The Census, if it is taken for the year 1946, will be car- 
ried on under an Act of 1906 signed by President Theo- 
dore Roosevelt and one of 1929, signed by President Her- 
bert Hoover. The work would be begun early in 1947. 

The Census figures have been widely used by officials of 
religious bodies, libraries, sociologists, statisticians, histo- 
rians, business and civic organizations, social agencies, 
newspapers, encyclopedias. It is understood that most 
nations gather information about the faiths or the church 
affiliations of their people. 


Printed in U.S.A. 
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